2. Green space policy mechanisms

As cities grapple with the impacts of heatwaves, exacerbated by the urban heat island effect and progressively
amplified by climate change impacts, green spaces can cool urban areas, as well as providing many other
functions and benefits to city dwellers’ health and wellbeing.

Public policies can contribute to retaining and maximising urban green spaces. Policy mechanisms are
categorised into four different types, associated with different actions and areas of focus.
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The four types of policy mechanisms address different intervention challenges and opportunities, as well as
focusing on different stages in uptake and adoption of new approaches to green space implementation.

Incorporating different policy mechanisms can potentially more effectively address the range of
implementation challenges and obstacles.

The curved lines symbolise the flexibility and potential responsiveness of the application of government
provision and of engagement and information, while the straight lines reflect the relative rigidity of defined
regulations and incentives programs.
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